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in press). University students’ condom use during the COVID-19 pandemic: Cross-cultural 
differences and what predicts them. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology.  

 
Mossman, B., Murray, D. R., Gerhart, J., Malhotra, S., Alcorn, T., & Hoerger, M. (in press). 

Cultural differences predict palliative care development across the United States: The role of 
cultural tightness and looseness. OMEGA – Journal of Death and Dying. 
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(2025). Dinner (and disease) is served: Examining the relationship between disease 
avoidance motivations and food neophobia. Adaptive Human Behavior and Physiology, 11, 
6. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40750-025-00259-4 

 
Mossman, B., Molix, L., Murray, D. R., Perry, L. M., Kim, S., & Hoerger, M. (2025). Impact of 

a psychoeducational intervention to improve caregiver knowledge and attitudes toward 
palliative cancer care. Patient Education and Counseling, 138, 109222. 
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McGovern, H. T., Nitschinsk, L., O’Shea, B. A., Murray, D. R., & Blake, K. R. (2024). What 

role do disease avoidance motives play in prejudice? Assessing implicit, explicit, and Google 
search data. Evolutionary Psychological Science.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40806-024-00407-1 

 
*Moran, J. B., *Airington, Z., *McGee, E., & Murray, D. R. (2024). (Mis)Perceiving Sexual 

Intent: A Mixed-Method Approach Investigating Sexual Overperception Across Diverse 
Sexual Identities. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 53, 511 – 524. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-023-02748-7 

 
*Moran, J. B., Burch, R., Wade, T. J., & Murray, D. R. (2024). If You Leave, Don’t Leave 

Now: The Role of Gender, Sociosexuality, and Fear of Being Single on Desire to Engage in 
Breakup Sex. Personality and Individual Differences, 216, 112420. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2023.112420 

 
*Kerry, N., *Prokosch, M. L., & Murray, D. R. (2023). The Holy Father (and Mother)? 

Multiple Tests of the Hypothesis that Parenthood and Parental Care Motivation Lead to 
Greater Religiosity. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 49, 709 – 726.  
https://doi.org/10.1177/01461672221076919 

 
*Kerry, N., Al-Shawaf, L., Barbato, M., Batres, C., … Žeželj, I., & Murray, D. R. (2022). 

Experimental and cross-cultural evidence that parenthood and parental care motives increase 
social conservatism. Proceedings of the Royal Society B, 289, 20220978. 

 https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2022.0978 
 
Schaller, M., Murray, D. R., & Hofer, M. (2022). The behavioural immune system and 

pandemic psychology: The evolved psychology of disease-avoidance and its implications for 
attitudes, behaviour, and public health during epidemic outbreaks. European Review of 
Social Psychology, 33, 360 – 396. https://doi.org/10.1080/10463283.2021.1988404 

 
*Moran, J. B., Perry, L. M., Hoerger, M., & Murray, D. R. (2022). Dispositional intelligence of 

the Five-Factor Model as a learning outcome in an undergraduate personality course. 
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in Psychology, 8, 404 – 408.  
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Pelham, B., Hardin, C., Murray, D. R., Shimizu, M., & Vandello, J. (2022). A truly global, non-
WEIRD examination of collectivism: The Global Collectivism Index. Current Research in 
Ecological and Social Psychology 3, 100030. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cresp.2021.100030 

 
Rosenfeld, D. L., Balcetis, E., … Murray, D. R., . . . Tomiyama, A. J. (2022). Psychological 

Science in the Wake of COVID-19: Social, Methodological, and Meta-Scientific 
Considerations. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 17, 311 – 333.  
http://doi.org/10.1177/1745691621999374 

 
*Moran, J. B., *Kerry, N., Goh, J. X., & Murray, D. R. (2021). Parasites and promiscuity: 

Acute disease salience leads to more restricted sexual attitudes. Journal of Social and 
Personal Relationships, 38, 3333 – 3349. http://doi.org/10.1177/02654075211030999 

 
*Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2021). Physical strength partly explains sex differences in trait 

anxiety in young Americans. Psychological Science, 32, 809 – 815. 
http://doi.org/10.1177/0956797620971298 

 
*Prokosch, M. L., *Airington, Z., & Murray, D. R. (2021). Investigating the relationship 

between olfactory acuity, disgust, and mating strategies. Evolution and Human Behavior, 42, 
113 – 120.  http://doi.org/10.1016/j.evolhumbehav.2020.08.002 

 
*Kerry, N., Blake, K. R., Murray, D. R., & Brooks, R. C. (2021). Male descendant kin promote 

conservative views on gender issues and conformity to traditional norms. Evolutionary 
Human Sciences, 3, e34. http://doi.org/10.1017/ehs.2021.29 

 
*Kerry, N., Murray, D. R., Harman, J. L., & McCord, J. (2021). Political results: Outcomes of 

sporting events affect egalitarian attitudes and ingroup evaluations. Self and Identity, 20,   
423 – 437. http://doi.org/10.1080/15298868.2020.1733070 

 
*Moran, J. B., Goh, J. X., *Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2021). Outbreaks and outgroups: Three 

tests of the relationship between disease avoidance motives and xenophobia during an 
emerging pandemic. Evolutionary Psychological Science, 7, 419 – 429.  
http://doi.org/10.1007/s40806-021-00283-z 

 
Murray, D. R., *Moran, J. B., *Prokosch, M., & *Kerry, N. (2020). No evidence for a 

relationship between MHC heterozygosity and life history strategy in a sample of North 
American undergraduates. Scientific Reports, 10, 10140.  
http://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-67406-7 

 
*Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2020). Politics and parental care: Experimental and mediational 

tests of the causal link between parenting motivation and social conservatism. Social 
Psychological and Personality Science, 11, 284 – 292. 
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*Moran, J. B., Wade, T. J., & Murray, D. R. (2020). The psychology of breakup sex: Exploring 
the motivational factors and affective consequences of post-breakup sexual activity. 
Evolutionary Psychology, 18, 1 – 14.  http://doi.org/10.1177/1474704920936916 

 
*Kerry, N., *Airington, Z., & Murray, D. R. (2020). Cultures of Fear: Individual differences in 

perception of physical (but not disease) threats predict cultural neophobia in both immigrant 
and mainstream Americans. Evolutionary Psychological Science, 6, 335 – 345. 
http://doi.org/10.1007/s40806-020-00238-w 

 
Murray, D. R., Haselton, M. G., Fales, M. R., & Cole, S. W. (2019). Falling in love is 

associated with immune system gene regulation. Psychoneuroendocrinology, 100, 120 – 126.  
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.psyneuen.2018.09.043 

 
Murray, D. R., *Kerry, N., & Gervais, W. (2019). On Disease and deontology: Multiple tests of 

the influence of disease threat on moral vigilance. Social Psychological and Personality 
Science, 10, 44 – 52.  http://doi.org/10.1177/1948550617733518 

 
*Kerry, N., *Loria, R. N., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Gluttons for punishment? Experimentally-

induced hunger unexpectedly reduces harshness of suggested punishments. Adaptive Human 
Behavior and Physiology, 5, 352 – 370. http://doi.org/10.1007/s40750-019-00121-4 

 
Murray, D. R., *Prokosch, M., & *Airington, Z. (2019). PsychoBehavioroImmunology: 

Connecting the behavioral immune system to its physiological foundations. Frontiers in 
Psychology, 7, 10:200. http://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2019.00200 

 
Murray, D. R., Haselton, M. G., Fales, M. R., & Cole, S. W. (2019). Subjective social status 

and health-related gene expression. Health Psychology, 38, 182 – 186. 
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*Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Is formidability associated with political conservatism? 

Evolutionary Psychological Science, 5, 220 – 30.  http://doi.org/10.1007/s40806-018-0181-5 
 
*Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2018). Conservative Parenting: Investigating the relationships 

between parenthood, moral judgment, and social conservatism. Personality and Individual 
Differences, 134, 88 – 96.  http://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2018.05.045 
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concerns and future directions. Social and Personality Psychology Compass, 12, e12371. 
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variability associated with adjustment? Journal of Research in Personality, 72, 22 – 43. 
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Personality and Individual Differences, 131, 216 – 221. 
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2018.05.003 

 
Van de Vliert, E., & Murray, D. R. (2018). Climate and creativity: Cold and heat trigger 

invention and innovation in richer populations. Creativity Research Journal, 30, 17 – 28. 
http://doi.org/10.1080/10400419.2018.1411571 

 
Murray, D. R., Murphy, S. C., von Hippel, W., Trivers, R., & Haselton, M. G. (2017). A 

preregistered study of competing predictions suggests that men do overestimate women’s 
sexual intent. Psychological Science, 28, 253 – 255. 
http://doi.org/10.1177/0956797616675474 

 
Murray, D. R., Fessler, D. M. T., *Kerry, N., White, C., & Marin, M. (2017). The kiss of death: 

Three tests of the relationship between disease threat and ritualized physical contact within 
traditional cultures. Evolution and Human Behavior, 38, 63 – 70. 
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.evolhumbehav.2016.06.008 

 
Murray, D. R. (2017). Essentializing politics: If perceptions of politics become genetically 

essentialized, what will be the consequences? Social Cognition, 35, 475 – 495.  
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Murray, D. R., Gildersleeve, K. A., Fales, M. R., & Haselton, M. G. (2017). MHC 

homozygosity is associated with fast sexual strategies in women. Adaptive Human Behavior 
and Physiology, 3, 101 – 117.  http://doi.org/10.1007/s40750-016-0057-5 

 
Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2016). The behavioral immune system: Implications for social 

cognition, social interaction, and social influence. Advances in Experimental Social 
Psychology, 53, 75 – 129.  http://doi.org/10.1016/bs.aesp.2015.09.002 

 
Schaller, M., Murray, D. R., & Bangarter, A. (2015). Implications of the behavioral immune 

system for social behavior and human health in the modern world. Philosophical 
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fire exposure on adult attitudes. Evolutionary Behavioral Sciences, 9, 204 – 213. 
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Murray, D. R. (2014). Direct and indirect implications of disease threat for scientific and 
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Murray, D. R. (2014). Ecological threat and psychological variation. Psychologia, 57, 82 – 101.  
http://doi.org/10.2117/psysoc.2014.82 

 
Napolioni, V., Murray, D. R., Comings, D. E., Peters, W. R., Gade-Andavolu, R., & 

MacMurray, J. (2014). Interaction between infectious diseases and personality traits: 
ACP1*C as a potential mediator. Infection, Genetics, and Evolution, 26, 267 – 273.  
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.meegid.2014.06.002 

 
Murray, D. R., Jones, D. N., & Schaller, M. (2013). Perceived threat of infectious disease and 

its implications for sexual attitudes. Personality and Individual Differences, 54, 103 – 108.  
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Murray, D. R., Schaller, M., & Suedfeld, P (2013). Pathogens and politics: Further evidence 

that parasite prevalence predicts authoritarianism. PLoS ONE, 8, e62275.  
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Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2012). Threat(s) and conformity deconstructed: Perceived threat 

of infectious disease and its implications for conformist attitudes and behavior. European 
Journal of Social Psychology, 42, 180 –188.  http://doi.org/10.1002/ejsp.863 

 
Murray, D. R., & Trudeau, R., & Schaller, M. (2011). On the origins of cross-cultural 

differences in conformity: Four tests of the pathogen prevalence hypothesis. Personality and 
Social Psychology Bulletin, 37, 318 – 329.  http://doi.org/10.1177/0146167210394451 

 
Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2010). Historical prevalence of infectious diseases within 230 

geopolitical regions: A tool for investigating origins of culture. Journal of Cross-Cultural 
Psychology, 41, 99 –108.  http://doi.org/10.1177/0022022109349510 

 
Thornhill, R., Fincher, C. L., Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2010). Zoonotic and non-zoonotic 

diseases in relation to human personality and societal values: Support for the parasite-stress 
model. Evolutionary Psychology, 8, 151 – 169.  http://doi.org/10.1177/147470491000800201 

 
Fincher, C. L., Thornhill, R., Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2008).  Pathogen prevalence 

predicts human cross-cultural variability in individualism / collectivism.  Proceedings of the 
Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 275, 1279 – 1285. 
http://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2008.0094 

 
Schaller, M., & Murray, D. R. (2008). Pathogens, personality, and culture: Disease prevalence 

predicts worldwide variability in sociosexuality, extraversion, and openness to experience. 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 95, 212 – 221.  
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*Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2021). Politics and parenting. In V. A. Weekes-Shackelford & T. 
K. Shackelford (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Evolutionary Psychology and Parenting (pp. 
135 – 154). Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 

 
Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2017). Pathogens, personality, and culture. In A. T. Church 

(Ed.), The Praeger Handbook of Personality Across Cultures, Volume 3 (pp. 87 – 116). Santa 
Barbara, CA: Praeger. 

 
Haselton, M. G., Nettle, D., & Murray, D. R. (2016). The evolution of cognitive bias. In D. M. 

Buss (Ed.), The Handbook of Evolutionary Psychology, 2nd edition (pp. 968 – 987). New 
Jersey: Wiley. 

 
Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2014). Pathogen prevalence and geographical variation in traits 

and behavior. In P. J. Rentfrow (Ed.), Geographical Psychology (pp. 51 – 70). Washington 
DC: APA Books. 

 
Schaller, M., & Murray, D. R. (2011).  Infectious disease and the creation of culture. In M. 

Gelfand, C.-y. Chiu, & Y.-y. Hong (Eds.), Advances in Culture and Psychology (pp.99 – 
152). New York: Oxford University Press. 

 
Schaller, M., & Murray, D. R. (2010).  Infectious diseases and the evolution of cross-cultural 

differences. In M. Schaller, A. Norenzayan, S. J. Heine, T. Yamagishi, & T. Kameda (Eds.), 
Evolution, Culture, and The Human Mind (pp. 243 – 256). New York: Psychology Press. 
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Murray, D. R. (in press). When clean isn’t enough. Nature Water. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s44221-025-00537-1 
 
Murray, D. R., & *Kerry, N. (2017). Ecology. In T. K. Shackleford, & V. A. Weekes-

Shackleford (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer. 
http://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_37-1 

 
Murray, D. R. (2013). Cultural adaptations to the differential threats posed by hot versus cold 

climates (commentary on Van de Vliert). Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 36, 33 – 34.  
http://doi.org/10.1017/S0140525X13000198 

 
Schaller, M., & Murray, D. R. (2012). Mechanisms by which parasites influence cultures, and 

why they matter (commentary on Thornhill & Fincher). Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 35, 
91 – 92.  http://doi.org/10.1017/S0140525X11001038 
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Murray, D. R., Kerry, N., Al-Ahawaf, L., Barbato, M., … Smith, A. R., & Žeželj, I. (2024). 
How parenthood and parental motives influence social conservatism and religiosity. Talk 
presented and the annual meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Aarhus, 
Denmark. 

 
Moran, J. B. & Murray, D. R. (2023). Susceptibility to Disease and Singlehood: 

Perceived Infectability Predicts Greater Fears of Singlehood. Talk presented at the 
annual meeting of the Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, NY. 

 
Moran, J. B. & Murray, D. R. (2022). Sickness and ex sex: Disease salience and dispositions 

encourages sex with familiar partners. Talk presented at the annual meeting 
of the Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
Moran, J. B. Goh, J. X., Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2022). Disease avoidance motivation and 

social cognition during the Covid-19 pandemic. Talk presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Online/San Francisco, CA. 

 
Moran, J. B., Wade, T. J., Burch, R. L., & Murray, D. R. (2021). Perceptions of breakup sex: 

The role of gender and infidelity in engagement of breakup sex. Talk presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality, Online/ Puerto Rico. 

Moran, J. B., Airington Z., McGee E., & Murray, D. R. (2021). (Mis)Perceiving sexual intent 
across sexual orientations: A mixed-method study. Talk presented at the annual meeting of 
the Northeastern Evolutionary Psychological Society, Online.  

 
Moran, J. B. Kerry, N., Goh, J. X., & Murray, D. R. (2021). Parasites and promiscuity: Disease 

salience leads to more restricted sociosexuality. Talk presented at the annual meeting of the 
Society of Behavioral Medicine (Online). 

 
Moran, J. B. Kerry, N., Goh, J. X., & Murray, D. R. (2021). Parasites and promiscuity: Disease 

salience leads to more restricted sociosexuality. Talk presented at the Sexuality 
Preconference for the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
(Online). 

 
Baff, I., O’Keefe, A., Moran, J. B. Kerry, N., Goh, J. X., & Murray, D. R. (2020). Sex in the 

Time of COVID-19. Talk presented at the annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific 
Study of Sexuality (Online).  

 
Kerry, N. & Murray, D. R. (2020). Physical strength partly explains sex differences in 

neuroticism in young Americans. Datablitz talk presented at the Evolutionary Psychology 
preconference of the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
New Orleans, LA. 

 
McGee, E., Moran, J. B. Airington, Z., & Murray, D. R. (2020). A qualitative approach to 

understand how lesbian, gay, and bi men and women signal sexual intent. Talk presented at 
the annual meeting of Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality (Online). 

 



Moran, J. B. & Murray, D. R. (2019). Can error management theory be a sexual assault 
intervention? Talk presented at the annual meeting of Flyover State Scientists Integrating 
Evolution, Stillwater, OK. 

 
Moran, J. B. & Murray, D. R. (2019). Does error management theory education 

reduce overestimation of sexual intent?. Talk presented at the annual meeting of 
Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Boston, MA. *Winner of Best Student 
Talk. 

 
Moran, J. B., Prokosch, M.L., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Do pathogens and disgust 

influence extrapair mating?. Data Blitz presented at the annual meeting of Human 
Behavior and Evolution Society, Boston, MA.  

 
Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Politics and parental care: Experimental and mediational 

tests of the causal link between parenting motivation and social conservatism. Talk presented 
at the annual meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Boston, MA. *Talk 
presented as a New Investigator Award finalist. 

 
Airington, Z., Prokosch, M. L., Murray, D. R. (2019). Sex, Smells, and Disgust: The 

relationship between smell acuity, disgust, and mating. Talk presented at the annual meeting 
of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Boston, MA. 

 
Prokosch, M. L., Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Pathogen sensitivity shapes preference 

for romantic and sexual partner health. Datablitz talk presented at the annual meeting for the 
Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Boston, MA. 

 
Moran, J. B., Prokosch, M.L., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Do pathogens and disgust influence 

extrapair mating? Datablitz talk presented at the annual meeting of the Human Behavior and 
Evolution Society, Boston, MA. 

 
Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Does learning about Error Management Theory reduce 

overestimation of sexual intent? Talk presented at the annual meeting of Northeastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society, Boston, MA. *Awarded Best Student Talk 

 
Prokosch, M. L., Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Pathogen sensitivity shapes preference 

for romantic and sexual partner health. Talk presented at the annual meeting of the 
Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Boston, MA. 

 
Loria, R., Kerry, N., & Murray, D., R. (2019). Gluttons for punishment? Experimentally 

induced hunger reduces harshness of suggested punishments. Datablitz talk presented at the 
annual meeting of the Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Boston, MA. 

 
Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Politics and parental care: Experimental and mediational 

tests of the causal link between parenting motivation and social conservatism. Talk presented 
at the annual meeting of the Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Boston, MA. 

 



Easterly, J., Kerry, N., Murray, D. R., Harman, J. L., & McCord, J. (2019). Political results: 
Outcomes of sporting events affect egalitarian attitudes and ingroup evaluations. Talk 
presented at the annual meeting of the Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
Boston, MA. 

 
Moran, J. B., Wade, T. J. & Murray, D. R. (2018). The psychology of breakup sex: Why do 

people do it and how does it affect them? Talk presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Southeastern Social Psychologists, Raleigh, NC. 

 
Kerry, N., Murray, D. R., Harman, J., & McCord, J. (2018). Political results: Outcomes of 

sporting events affect political attitudes and biases. Talk presented at the Annual Meeting of 
the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

 
Moran, J. B., Wade, T. J. & Murray, D. R. (2018). Understanding the new phenomenon of 

breakup sex and why people are engaging in it. Talk presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, NY. 

 
Murray, D. R., & Kerry, N. (2018). Disease threat and culture: New directions. Talk presented 

at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Atlanta, GA. 
 
Kerry, N., Murray, D. R., Harman, J. L., & McCord, J. (2018). From football to Brexit? 

Outcomes of sporting events affect political attitudes and biases. Talk presented at the 
Southeastern Evolutionary Perspectives Society Annual Conference, Savannah, GA. 

 
Gildersleeve, K. A., Murray, D. R., Fales, M., & Haselton, M. G. (2016). MHC homozygosity 

is associated with fast sexual strategies. Talk presented at the Human Behavior and Evolution 
Society Annual Conference, Vancouver, BC, Canada. 

 
Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2016). The implications of disease threat for conformity. Talk 

presented at the Annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San 
Diego, CA. 

 
Murray, D. R. (2015). The implications of disease threat for conformity. Talk presented at the 

Annual meeting of the Society for Experimental Social Psychology, Denver, CO. 
 
Tudor, I., Ehmann, T., & Murray, D. R. (2011). Applying Buddhist and psychoanalytic 

concepts of grieving in treating Buddhist patients. Talk presented at the UBC Psychology 
Undergraduate Conference, Vancouver, BC, Canada. 

 
Dar-Nimrod, I., Ruby, M., Cheung, B., Tam, K., & Murray, D. R. (2014). The four horsemen of 

genetic essentialism: Theoretical underpinnings, methodological advancements, and 
empirical findings. Talk presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and 
Social Psychology. Austin, TX. 

 



Schaller, M., & Murray, D. R. (2013). How do diseases create cultures? Talk presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society of Personality and Social Psychology, Cultural Psychology 
Preconference. New Orleans, LA. 

 
Schaller, M., & Murray, D. R. (2012). The threat of pathogen infection and its implications for 

human personality. Talk presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and 
Social Psychology. San Diego, CA. 

  
Schaller, M., Beall, A., & Murray, D. R. (2011). Pathogen threat and its implications for mate 

preferences. Talk presented at the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Annual 
Conference, Montpelier, France. 

 
Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2010). Disease prevalence and conformity. Talk presented at the 

Human Behavior and Evolution Society Annual Conference, Eugene, OR. 
Selected Conference Presentations: Posters 
 
Lindberg, D., Prokosch, M. L.; Moran, J. B. Murray, D. R. (2025). Pathogen sensitivity predicts 

minimum standards for romantic and sexual partner health. Poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Antlantic City, NJ, USA. 

 
Derose, N., Castegine, M., Airington, Z., & Murray, D. R. (2024). Attachment Patterns Varying 

with Gender and Parental Care Motivations. Poster presented at meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, San Deigo, CA, USA.  

 
Mitchell, J., Castegine, M., Airington, Z., Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2024). Dinner with a 

Side of Disease: Associations Between Food Neophobia, Germ Aversion, and Disease 
Threat. Poster presented at meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San 
Deigo, CA, USA.  

 
Foley, C., Derose, N., Castegine, M., Airington, Z., Fan, Q., & Murray, D. R. (2024). 

Stereotypes of Parents: U.S. Undergraduate Perceptions of Parents, Mothers, and 
Fathers. Poster presented at meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
San Deigo, CA, USA.  

 
Fan, Q., Murray, D. R., Dyer, R. L., (2024). Life History Strategy, Political Ideology and 

Religiosity: The Mediating Role of Moral Intuition. Poster presented at meeting of the 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Deigo, CA, USA. 

 
Airington, Z., Farina, L., DeRose, N., Mitchell, J., Fan, Q., Casteigne, M., & Murray, D. R. 

(2023). It’s Not You It’s Me: Exploring Social & Psychological Correlates That Impact 
Perceptions Of Bisexual Romantic Partners. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 
Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Airington, Z., Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2022). Nature-Related Beliefs Trumps Nurture: An 

Investigation Into The Role Of Genetic Essentialist Beliefs in Political Intergroup Relations. 



Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
Online/San Francisco, CA.  

 
Sammataro, S., Kutz, V., Lee, E., Yashur, S., Blancher, J., Moran, J. B., & Hone, L.E.S., & 

Murray, D. R. (2022). Regretted sexual experiences and perceived vulnerability to disease. 
Poster presented at the Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
Licetti, D., Gransee, S., Marston, A., Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2022). Individual 

differences in breakup sex desire. Poster presented at the Northeastern Evolutionary 
Psychology Society, Pittsburgh, PA.  

 
Lee, E. B., Sammataro, S., Siegneberg, H., Yashar, S., Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2021). 

Dispositional disease worry predicts perceived infection risk for one’s romantic partner. 
Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, 
Online.  

 
Moran, J. B. Kerry, N., Goh, J. X., & Murray, D. R. (2021). Sickness and Sociosexuality: Acute 

disease salience leads to more restricted sociosexuality. Poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Online. 

 
Prokosch, M. L., Hoerger, M., & Murray, D. R. (2020). Development and Validation of an 

Expanded Measure of Perceived Vulnerability to Disease. Poster presented at the 
Evolutionary Psychology Preconference of the annual meeting of the Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Moran, J. B., Ness-Lanckriet, K., Kerry, N., Prokosch, M. L., & Murray, D. R. (2020). MHC is 

unrelated to facial attractiveness in both men and women. Poster presented at the 
Evolutionary Psychology Preconference of the annual meeting of the Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Ness-Lanckriet, K., Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2020). Motivations on safe sex: The impact 

of fundamental social motives and disgust on safe sex methods. Poster presented at the 
annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Amador, A., McGee, E., Moran, J. B., Airington, Z., & Murray, D. R. (2020). A qualitative 

approach investigating LGB men and women’s attitudes towards threat and courtship. Poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, New 
Orleans, LA. 

 
McGee, E., Amador, A., Moran, J. B., Kerry, N., Prokosch, M. L., Murray, D. R. (2020). 

Disgust, disease, and infidelity: How our health influences our romantic decision making. 
Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
New Orleans, LA. 

 



Loria, R., Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2020). Perceived vulnerability to disease predicts 
minor infections not major illnesses. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Chauvin, G., Kerry, N., Airington, Z., & Murray, D. R. (2020). Threat perception and cultural 

preferences. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Airington, Z., Prokosch, M. L., Murray, D. R. (2019). Smells and sexual strategy: The 

relationship between olfactory acuity, disgust, and mating strategy. Poster presented at the 
annual meeting of the Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, Boston, MA. 
*Awarded Best Student Poster 

 
Loria, R., Kerry, N., & Murray, D., R. (2019). Gluttons for Punishment? Experimentally 

Induced Hunger Unexpectedly Reduces Harshness of Suggested Punishments. Poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Boston, MA.  

 
Moran, J. B., Wade, T. J., & Murray, D.R. (2019). Understanding the situational factors of 

breakup sex: A supportive case for sexual strategies theory. Poster presented at the 
Evolutionary Psychology Preconference of the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology, Portland, OR. 

 
Loria, R., Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Hunger and punishment. Poster presented at the 

Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Portland, OR. 
 
Jesse, W. E., Ness-Lanckriet, K. R., Prokosch, M.L., Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2019). Life 

history and mate selections: Environmental cues of harshness and unpredictability shape trait 
preferences for short and long-term mates. Poster presented at the Evolutionary Psychology 
Preconference of the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
Portland, OR. 

 
Prokosch, M.L., Moran, J. B., & Murray, D.R. (2019). Pathogen sensitivity shapes preference 

for romantic and sexual partner health. Poster presented at the Evolutionary Psychology 
Preconference of the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
Portland, OR. 

 
Ness-Lanckriet, K. R., Moran, J. B., & Murray D. R. (2019). Do women approve of an error 

management theory based intervention for sexual assault? Poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Portland, OR. 

 
Moran, J. B., Jesse, W. E., & Murray D. R. (2019). Men gain a better understanding of sexual 

assault with the education of error management theory: A preliminary study. Poster presented 
at the annual meeting of Society of Personality and Social Psychology, Portland, OR. 

 
Moran, J. B., Kerry, N., Airington, Z., Prokosch, M. L., & Murray D. R. (2018). Investigating 

men’s overestimation bias: How socioeconomic status affects men’s decision to overestimate 



women’s sexual intent. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Judgment 
and Decision Making, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Loria, R., Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2018). Conservative parenting: Investigating the 

relationships between parenthood, moral judgment, and social conservatism. Poster presented 
at the annual meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. 

 
Moran, J., Kerry, N., Airington, Z., Prokosch, M., & Murray, D. R. (2018). The association 

between life history strategy and men's overestimation of sexual intent and commitment 
skepticism. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution 
Society, Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

 
Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2018). Examining the relationship between life history strategy 

and error management theory. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Northeastern 
Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, NY. 

 
Airington, Z., Kerry, N., & Murray D. R. (2018). Strength in Politics: Self-reported 

formidability and hand-grip strength predict increased conservatism. Poster presented at the 
Evolutionary Psychology Preconference at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Moran, J. B., & Murray, D. R. (2018). Examining the relationship between life history strategy 

and error management theory. Poster presented at the annual meeting of Evolutionary 
Psychology Preconference of Society of Personality and Social Psychology, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Loria, R., Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2018). Conservative parenting: Investigating the 

relationships between parenthood, moral judgment, and social conservatism. Poster presented 
at the Southeastern Evolutionary Perspectives Society (SEEPS) annual conference, 
Savannah, GA. 

 
Savolainen, I., Kerry, N., Murray, D. R., Harman, J., & McCord, J.  (2017). Results in major 

sporting events affect spectators’ ingroup bias and attitudes towards wealth distribution. 
Poster presented at the Political Psychology preconference of the annual meeting of the 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX. 

 
Kerry, N., Murray, D. R., & Gervais, W. (2017). Disease risk increases severity of moral 

judgment across domains. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX. 

 
Clark, S., Kerry, N., & Murray, D. R. (2017). Strong foundations? Is there a relationship 

between formidability and differential judgment across moral foundations categories? Poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San 
Antonio, TX. 

 



Kerry, N., Murray, D. R., & Fessler, D. M. T. (2016). The Kiss of Death: Does Disease Threat 
Predict Less Ritualized Physical Contact in Traditional Cultures? Poster presented at the 
Evolutionary Psychology Preconference of the annual meeting of the Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology, San Diego, CA. 

 
Dinh, T., Murray, D. R., & Haselton, M. G. (2015). Men’s body odor predicts women’s sexual 

and romantic relationship satisfaction. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Human 
Behavior and Evolution Society, Columbia, MO. 

 
McKerracher, L., Sellen, D., Nepomnaschy, P., Murray, D. R., Schaller, M., & Collard, M. 

(2011). Variation in age at introduction of weaning foods in small-scale farming and herding 
populations is inversely associated with pathogen risk. Poster presented at the American 
Association of Physical Anthropology, Annual Conference, Minneapolis, MN. 

 
Murray, D. R., Jones, D. N., & Schaller, M. (2010). Chronic germ aversion and temporary 

disease salience predict more restrictive sociosexual orientation. Poster presented at the 
Evolutionary Psychology preconference of the annual meeting of the Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology. Las Vegas, NV. 

 
Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2009). Pathogen prevalence predicts cross-cultural differences 

in conformity. Poster presented at the Evolutionary Psychology preconference of the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL. 

 
Murray, D. R., & Schaller, M. (2008).  Pathogens, personality, and culture: Disease prevalence 

predicts worldwide variability in sociosexuality, extraversion, and openness to experience.  
Poster presented at the Evolutionary Psychology preconference of the annual meeting of the 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM. 

 
Other Selected Invited Talks 
 
Murray, D. R. (2018). Beyond Immunity: How the “Behavioral” Immune System Influences 

Social Behavior, Cultures, and Genes. University of British Columbia, Okanagan Psychology 
Speaker Series. Kelowna, BC, Canada. 

 
Murray, D. R. (2018). How the threat of disease influences attitudes, behavior, and culture. 

University of California, Riverside, Social and Personality Psychology Speaker Series. 
Riverside, CA. 

 
Murray, D. R. (2017). The influence of disease threat on cognition, behavior, and culture. 

University of Southern Mississippi, Psychology Speaker Series. Hattiesburg, MS. 
 
Murray, D. R. (2015). The implications of disease threat for conformity, cordiality, and culture. 

University of California, Los Angeles, Social Psychology Speaker Series. Los Angeles, CA. 
 
Murray, D. R. (2010). Disease prevalence and the evolution of cross-cultural differences. Simon 

Fraser University, Anthropology and Archaeology Lecture Series. Vancouver, BC, Canada. 
 



 
Grants & Awards 

 
External Grants (Principal Investigator) 

 
 2016-2019: The Implications of Disease Vulnerability for Psychology and Behavior. Louisiana 

Board of Regents ($167,451). 
 
  

Internal Grants (Principal Investigator)  
 

2019: Carol Lavin Bernick Faculty Grant Program; Tulane University ($8,100) 
 
2016: COR Research Fellowship Program; Tulane University ($9,092).  
 

Notable Awards & Honors 
 
2022: Early Career Award for Distinguished Scientific Contribution. Human Behavior & 
Evolution Society. 

2013-2015: Postdoctoral Fellowship; Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada. ($81,000). 

2009-2012: Joseph-Armand Bombardier Canadian Graduate Scholarship; Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada. ($105,000). 

2010: Stanley Coren Prize: Best Master’s Thesis in Psychology. University of British Columbia. 

2010: Award for Academic Excellence—Master’s Thesis. Canadian Psychological Association. 

 
Editorial Board Memberships 
 
 Social Psychological and Personality Science        July 2019 – Present 
 Current Research in Ecological and Social Psychology      April 2020 – Present  

 

National Grant Review 

 National Science Foundation (United States)—Social Psychology Panel  
National Science Foundation (United States)—Social Psychology CAREER Panel 

Ad Hoc National Grant Review 

 Economic & Social Research Council (United Kingdom) 



European Research Council (European Union) 
French National Research Agency (Agence Nationale de la Recherche; France) 
Israel Science Foundation (Israel) 
National Science Foundation (United States) 
Swiss National Science Foundation (Switzerland) 

Ad Hoc Action Editor 
 
 PLoS ONE 

 
 
Ad Hoc Manuscript Review 
 
 Adaptive Human Behavior and Physiology; American Journal of Human Biology; American 

Psychologist; Applied Economics Letters; Applied Psychology: Health and Well-Being; Asian 
Journal of Social Psychology; Asian Journal of Social Science; Biological Psychology; BMC 
Medical Genetics; Brain, Behavior, and Immunity; British Journal of Social Psychology; Child 
Development; Climate Research; Clinical Psychological Science; Cogent Social Sciences; 
Cognitive Science; Collabra: Psychology; Communications Psychology; Creativity Research 
Journal; Current Directions in Psychological Science; Current Psychology; Current Research in 
Ecological and Social Psychology; Emotion; European Journal of Personality; Evolution and 
Human Behavior; Evolution, Medicine, and Public Health; Evolutionary Behavioral Sciences; 
Evolutionary Psychological Science; Evolutionary Psychology; Frontiers in Psychology; Group 
Processes and Intergroup Relations; Health Psychology; Humanities and Social Sciences 
Communications; International Journal of Behavioral Medicine; International Journal of 
Intercultural Relations; International Journal of Psychology; Journal of Applied Social 
Psychology; Journal of Creative Behavior; Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology; Journal of 
Experimental Social Psychology; Journal of International Business Studies; Journal of 
Organizational Behavior; Journal of Personality and Social Psychology; Journal of Research in 
Personality; Journal of Social, Evolutionary, and Cultural Psychology; Motivation Science; 
Nature Communications; Nature Reviews Psychology; Nature Water; Personality and Individual 
Differences; Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin; Personality and Social Psychology 
Review; Perspectives on Psychological Science; Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society 
B; PLoS ONE; Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences; Proceedings of the Royal 
Society B; Psychological Science; Psychology Research and Behavior Management; 
Psychoneuroendocrinology; Public Health; Rationality and Society; Risk Analysis; Scientific 
Reports; Social and Personality Psychology Compass; Social Cognition; Social Psychological 
Bulletin; Social Psychological and Personality Science; Social Psychology; Social Science 
Research; Technology in Society; Translational Issues in Psychological Science; Trends in 
Cognitive Sciences. 

 



Professional Memberships 

  Association for Politics and the Life Sciences 
Cultural Evolution Society  

  Human Behavior and Evolution Society 
 Society of Experimental Social Psychology (fellow)  

Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
Association for Psychological Science (lapsed) 
 

Teaching 
 
Teaching Interests 

Social Psychology Scientific Writing Cultural Psychology 
Quantitative Methods Close Relationships Research Methods 
Evolutionary Psychology Affective Science Personality 

 
 
Teaching Experience 

 
Instructor of Record (Undergraduate) 

- Introduction to Personality  (Tulane): August 2025 – current; August  – December 2024; 
January – May 2024; August – December 2023; January – May 2023; August – 
December 2022; January – May 2021; August – December 2020; January – May 2020; 
August – December 2019; January – May 2019; August – December 2017; January – 
May 2017; August – December 2016; January – May 2016 
 

- Courtship and The Brain  (UCLA): March – June 2015 
 

- Evolution, Culture, and Human Mating  (UCLA): March – June 2014 
 

Instructor of Record (Graduate) 
- Culture & Cognition (Tulane): January 2025 – May 2025; January – May 2023; January 

– May 2021; January – May 2018 
 

- Evolutionary Models of Psychology (Tulane) : January – May 2024; January – May 2022;       
August – December 2019; August – December 2015 

 
 
Faculty Supervision of Graduate Students 

 
August 2025 – Present     Harrison Read 
August 2023 – Present      Rex Fan 



August 2022 – Present      Maria Musumeci (co-advisor) 
August 2017 – May 2025     Zachary Airington 
August 2017 – May 2022     James Moran  
August 2015 – May 2021     Nicholas Kerry 
January 2019 – May 2020      Kyra Ness-Lanckriet (Master’s/4+1) 
January 2018 – January 2020      Marjorie Prokosch (postdoc) 
 

 
Faculty Supervision of Independent Undergraduate, Honors, and Masters Projects 

 
May 2017 – May 2020                Riley Loria 
January 2018 – May 2019     Adriana Amador 
August 2017 – May 2018     Meredith Tracy 
August 2016 – May 2017     Madeleine Hagood 
August 2016 – May 2017     Stephanie Clark 
August 2016 – May 2017     Iina Savolainen 
August 2015 – May 2016     Michelle Winer 
 
 

Quantitative Methods Experience & Specializations 
 
Specialized Graduate Training (Full Courses—University of British Columbia): 
 

- Applied Multiple Regression  
- Factor Analysis  
- Structural Equation Models  
- Multilevel Models 
- Analysis of Variance  
- Applied Evolutionary Models  
- Advanced Statistical Methods  

 
Statistical Programs/Languages:  SPSS/PASW, R, EQS, HLM, LISREL 
 
 

 
Professional and University Service 

 
University-wide Service 

Member – Grievance Committee (School of Science & Engineering)    November 2024 – Present 
Member – Newcomb-Tulane Undergraduate Honor Board       July 2023 – Present  

Departmental Committee Service 

Chair – Psychology Graduate Admissions Committee (Tulane)      July 2022 – Present  



Member – Psychology Floweree Committee (Tulane)        January 2018 – July 2023 
Member – Psychology 4+1 Master’s Admissions Committee (Tulane)       January 2018 – Present 
Chair – Psychology Colloquium Committee (Tulane)        July 2016 – January 2017 
               January 2018 – July 2018 
Member – Psychology Colloquium Committee (Tulane)        January 2017 – July 2022 
                August 2015 – July 2016 
 
Dissertation and Preliminary Examination Committees—Internal 

Kenneth Xu (Master’s Thesis)      March 2024 – Present  
Tristen Peyser (Master’s Thesis; Ph.D.)                   August 2022 – Present 
Brenna Mossman (Master’s Thesis; preliminary examinations; Ph.D.)  August 2021 – April 2024 
Freya Woods (preliminary examinations; Ph.D.)    February 2020 – March 2023  
Laura Perry (Master’s Thesis; preliminary examinations; Ph.D.)   December 2017 – May 2021 
Sally Merritt (preliminary examinations; Ph.D.)          August 2019 – May 2021 
Aaron Moss (preliminary examinations; Ph.D.)           January 2016 – December 2018 
Amanda van Camp (preliminary examinations)     January 2017 – January 2018 
Caroline Tipler (Ph.D. dissertation)        September 2015 – November 2016 
 

Dissertation and Preliminary Examination Committees—External 

Ari Shortt (Ph. D. dissertation, University of Guelph)                          April 2017 – August 2023 
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